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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
On December 24th, 2024, the Holy Father, Pope Francis the First, officially opened the Holy 

Year with the rite of the Opening of the Holy Door of the Papal Basilica of St. Peter, Rome. He 

then presided over Mass celebrating the momentous launch of the Jubilee Year 2025 on the 

night of the Lord's Birth. This was followed by the opening of Jubilee Sacred Sites on 

December 29th, 2024, in every corner of the globe at sites specially chosen to serve the people 

of God during the sacred year.   

The Most Reverend Archbishop Charles Jason Gordon, Archbishop of Port of Spain, in keeping 

with the rubric defined by Spes non confundit also ceremonially opened the Jubilee Year in 

the Archdiocese of Port of Spain at the Minor Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, on 

September 29, 2025. This was followed by His Grace’s personal “Pilgrimage of Hope” to the 

seven remaining Sacred Sites in the archdiocese, launching the spiritual year of blessings and 

graces and himself being a sign of hope to the people of God. 

2.0 CEREMONIAL CLOSING OF JUBILEE SACRED 

SITES 
In the Spes non confundit - Bull of Indiction of the Ordinary Jubilee of the Year 2025 (9 May 

2024) written by Pope Francis the First, he states, 

 

“The Holy Year will conclude in particular Churches on Sunday 28 December 2025; in the course 

of the year, every effort should be made to enable the People of God to participate fully in its 

proclamation of hope in God’s grace and in the signs that attest to its efficacy. The Ordinary 

Jubilee will conclude with the closing of the Holy Door in the Papal Basilica of Saint Peter in the 

Vatican on January 6, 2026, the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.” 

As we journey over the remaining weeks of the Jubilee Year 2025, we see in the distance, 

December 28th, 2025, the day of the ceremonial closing of Jubilee Sacred Sites worldwide. 

After much prayer and discernment, the Archbishop and the Jubilee Committee have created 

a ceremonial template for the closing of our archdiocese’s sacred sites. 

2.1 CLOSING OF THE SACRED SITE CELEBRATIONS  

The Archdiocese of Port of Spain is proposing a singular celebration for the Archdiocese of 

Port of Spain, reaching from the Minor Basilica of the Immaculate Conception on the Brian 

Lara Promenade in Port of Spain, and touching all vicariates of the archdiocese at the same 

time. His Grace will gather with the faithful of the Northern Vicariate and two representatives 

of every vicariate and other laity to conduct the solemn closing rites of the Sacred Sites.  
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Through the use technology, His Grace will reach across the spiritual landscape of Trinidad 

and Tobago and ceremonially close the Sacred Sites on Sunday, December 28th, 2025 at 9:00 

am. All Sacred Sites, the spiritual footprint of our twin islands, will participate in this 

momentous, simultaneous, ceremonial closing ceremony.  

1. The Minor Basilica of Immaculate Conception – Port of Spain 

2. The Assumption of Our Lady – Maraval 

3. Our Lady of Fatima – Curepe 

4. St. Francis of Assisi – Sangre Grande 

5. St. Joseph – Tobago 

6. Our Lady of Montserrat – Tortuga 

7. Our Lady of Perpetual Help – San Fernando 

8. La Divina Pastora - Siparia 

All the faithful of the archdiocese are invited to gather at their respective Sacred Sites, with 

Vicariate Priests, Deacons, Religious, Lay Ministers, Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, 

Sacred Site Jubilee Committees, Sacred Site Volunteers, Vicariate Choirs, Catechists, First 

Communion and Confirmation Classes, Ministries of the Church and the Laity. The agenda 

below gives a suggested framework for the celebrations: 

AGENDA 

8:00 am – Music Ministry by Attending Choirs 

8:30 am – Congregation Seated 

8:30 am – to 8:50 am – Recitation of the Rosary and the Jubilee Prayer 

8:50 am – to 9:00 am – Silent Contemplation 

9:00 am – Archbishop Charles Jason Gordon – Streamed LIVE to all Sacred Sites 

• Introductory Greetings and Salutations 

• Highlights of the Jubilee Year for the Archdiocese  

• Ceremonial Closing of the Sacred Sites 

• Closing Blessing  

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED BY  

Holy Mass for the Vicariate at the Sacred Site 

Serving of Refreshments and Fellowship 
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2.2 VICARIATE CELEBRATIONS 

Each Sacred Site’s Jubilee Team will work with the Vicariate’s Jubilee Team to mobilise the 

following: 

1. Communication with CAMSEL/ Trinity TV to unify and test the streaming 

capabilities of the Site before December 28th. 

• Logistical arrangements (tents, tables, chairs, LED Screens, audio) must be 

provided at the sacred sites to ensure that the profound resonance of the 

moment is experienced by all. 

• Vicariate and Parish Choirs and Liturgical teams, following the guidance of 

their respective priests, must ensure that the Sacred Site Closing Liturgy is 

befitting of the moment. 

 

2. The Sacred Sites’ Jubilee Teams must work with the Clergy of the Vicariate to execute 

the Closing Ceremony in a manner befitting of the significance of the moment. 

 

3. Tokens may be distributed to the congregation to mark the significance of the date. 

 

Pope Leo the Fourteenth will close the Holy Door in Rome, on January 6th, 2026, the Feast of 

the Epiphany. 

2.3 LITURGICAL/DEVOTIONAL SUGGESTIONS FOR 

THE SACRED SITES CLOSING CELEBRATIONS 

While the Liturgical Committee will advise vicars and priests of the respective vicariates 

(Sacred Sites) around the types of liturgical celebrations which may be planned to 

accompany the closing of the sites, below are listed some suggestions/options. These are 

presented only as a guideline, since the ceremonies chosen are purely at the discretion of 

the vicar and priests of the vicariate. 

Solemn Mass (Compulsory) should be presided over by the vicar or parish priest of the 

Sacred Site. The liturgy should incorporate readings and prayers focused on hope, mercy, 

and Christ's lordship. For instance, in the 2015-2016 Jubilee, the closing emphasized 

entrusting "the life of the Church, all humanity, and the entire cosmos to the Lordship of 

Christ," invoking his mercy "like the morning dew" for a brighter future (Misericordiae 

Vultus – Bull of indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy (11 April 2015).  
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The Jubilee Committee suggests that the Liturgical Readings of the Sacred Site Closing Mass 

follow those of the Feast of the Holy Family (Readings of the Feast Day are as follows: First 

Reading - Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6,12-14; Responsorial Psalm -Psalm 128: 1-2, 3, 4-5; Second 

Reading - Colossians 3:12-21; Gospel - Matthew 2:13-15,19-23). However, final guidance 

will be provided by the Liturgical Committee. 

The Music Liturgy should reflect traditional hymns of praise and thanksgiving expressing 

gratitude for graces received during the Jubilee. It underscores the Jubilee as an 

“extraordinary time of grace” and a “year of the Lord’s favour” (Luke 4:18 – 19). 

Prayers of the Faithful should include intercessions for the Church, humanity and the 

whole world, involving peace, hope and mercy. Pilgrims are blessed, and the assembly is 

encouraged to carry the Jubilee’s fruits – renewed faith, reconciliation and evangelization – 

into daily life. 

Vicariate Liturgies should focus on community development, such as short processions, 

readings of the Jubilee bull and announcements of lingering spiritual benefits (e.g. 

indulgences). 

 


