











Wednesday, April 6
John 8:31-42

“You will know the truth and the truth will set you
free!”

Noroom! Noroom! As it was over 2,000 years

ago, so it isnow. No room in the inn of our hearts

for God. Young and old are filled with the voices

from the internet. Our minds and hearts have been
conditioned, the Word has been replaced by the world
of cyberspace where there are many voices without
faces.

There are many paths leading to the same destination
they say, so we forget the way: Jesus —the Way, Truth
and Life. We find ourselves lost and in bondage in a
series of slipknots, unable to break free.

If only we seek Jesus in His Word, hearing His voice
in this conundrum will be easy. His voice indeed shall
pierce the darkness and He will set us free indeed.

Precious Blood of Jesus, save us, heal us, free us. Amen.

Thursday, April 7
John 8: 51-59
“..Itellyou, before Abraham was, I am.”

We should constantly take note when we sight the
word ‘glory’, or any word derived from the Latin word
Gloria (fame, renown) as it is used to describe the
manifestation of God's presence.

Jesus stated in the passage that His Father (whom

His audience of that time referred to as Our God)
gives glory to Him and it is His divinity that the Son
manifests. In doing so, the Son glorifies the Father. He
knew His Father and He knew His purpose.

In the statement “Before Abraham was, I am”, Jesus
claims both pre-existence as Abraham lived 2,000
years before Him, and also that He was one with God
and thus had knowledge of His/Our Father.

Jesus is present; He is saying: ‘If you want to see God,
hereTam!’

Friday, April 8
John10:31-42

We believe that Jesus is God, equal to the Father.

The Jews accused Jesus of blasphemy; they wanted
to stone Him. ‘Blasphemy’ is the act of insulting or
showing contempt or lack of reverence for God or
claiming to be God. Jesus claimed to be God, and this
scandalised the Jews.

Catholics accept that Jesus is God. In our Creed, we
profess that we believe in Jesus Christ because He is
the only Son of God. He is God from God, light from
light, true God from true God, and consubstantial
with the Father.

Our salvation depends on Jesus being God since He
could not save us otherwise. We can receive salvation
by no other name but the name of Jesus.

Acknowledging that Jesus is God and Saviour, does
not require Him to prove Himself to us. It simply
requires us to trust and hope in Him. Since we believe
Jesus is Lord and Saviour, we confidently place our
lives in His hands. If not, what is the point of our faith
and the Lenten obligations we are undertaking?

Saturday, April 9
John 6:45-56
“Jesus...left the district for a town called Ephraim.”

The gospel today is an example of what happens to
people when they see their power being taken away.

The chief priests and the Pharisees were afraid that
the people would give their allegiance to Jesus and no
longer follow them.

Caiaphas, rationalising on the situation, makes a
pronouncement with which they all agree: “It is
better for one man to die for the people, than for the
whole nation to be destroyed.” This is a situation that
is evident not only in politics but in our communities
and clubs.

We become extremely jealous when we notice that we

are losing power to someone who is not of our clan,
and we will do anything to get rid of them. This is
often how gossip and ‘bad talk’ starts.

Jesus, however, shows us that we should move away
from such situations. He left the district for a town
bordering the desert.

Monday, April 11
John12:1-11

The man who was to betray Him. I often wonder why
Judas Iscariot was allowed to stay. Jesus must have
known his heart.

Could it be that Jesus hoped Judas would change and
miraculously accept Him and not be the one that
betrays Jesus? Or, as with Pharaoh, was Judas’ heart
truly hardened to fulfil his destiny of betraying Jesus.

Iam always saddened by how Judas’ story ends. His
choice to take his own life shows, despite all the
time spent listening to Jesus, that he never truly
understood the message of Jesus.

If God can take Saul, one of the greatest persecutors
of the Church, and convert him to one of the great
evangelisers of the Church, what could Judas have
become if he chose to repent and seek mercy from
God?

I pray today for anyone weighed down by sin and
guilt, at the point of contemplating suicide, that God
opens our minds and hearts to His Word for healing
and mercy.



Tuesday, April 12
John 13:21-33,36-38

Night has fallen. This gospel passage evokes sad
feelings —even Jesus “was troubled in spirit”. The
passage highlights three ‘separations’ of different
degrees.

The first separation comes from deep betrayal fuelled
by Satan. Judas hasn’t yet actually betrayed Jesus
with the kiss, but Jesus knows that his heart is already
separated. Jesus knows “night has fallen”.

The second separation comes from betrayal fuelled
by the need to go with the crowd, so Peter denied
knowing Jesus even though he loved Jesus and
expressed the desire never to be separated from Him.
But Jesus, who knows His ‘little children’, knows that
Peter would still deny Him to save face.

Then comes the third separation fuelled from love,
leading to salvation. Jesus is to be separated from the
ones He loves and who have walked with Him, to fulfil
His mission. Even in this separation, He comforts the
disciples and tells them they will follow Him later.

Jesus, for the times I have separated myself from You,
betrayed You or denied You, I am sorry. Please forgive
me.

*
-
"

Wednesday, April 13
Matthew 26:14-25
“Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”

(Old me) “Jesus different, yes! You think I eating with
anybody who trying to mash me up? Steups! If it was
me, I woulda done tell the whole crew about Judas,
watch nah! Nobody in that squad was talking to he
again! But Jesus, really different!”

Iread this scripture passage with greater compassion
now. I am grateful for the loving God we serve, for

I am often like Judas, going to Mass every Sunday
appearing to be the perfect friend to Jesus, and
sometimes (even before I leave the church) I betray
Him with my thoughts, words, and deeds.

Judas betrayed Him for 30 pieces of silver. Sometimes
I doit just for a sweet gossip or the promise of a Julie
mango.

Sometimes, we share unkind stories about others,
revelling in their demise. We see their sins but not
ours; not realising how we betray our heavenly Father.

The good news is that we serve aloving God who
never condemns but continues to break bread with us
despite our failings.

Thursday, April 14
Holy Thursday
John 13:1-15

“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set
you an example that you should do as I have done for
you.”

This evening as we start the Easter Triduum, focusing
on the Passion, death, and Resurrection of our Lord,
we can miss Jesus’ revolutionary act of leadership,
that of washing His followers’ feet.

Jesus’ symbolic act of service and humility sets

the standard for all leadership, not only in Church
but also in the secular realm and in our own lives.

As Christians, we are called to wash the feet of our
family members and, figuratively, that of all persons.

We do this by pausing in any given situation to reflect
before we act and then respond with an attitude of
service and humility, in our thought, word and deed.

We wash each other’s feet when we participate in
household chores, help each other with school or on
the job, contribute to neighbourhood upkeep and get
involved in parish social action.

GOOD FRIDAY

Friday, April 15
Good Friday
John 18:1-19, 42

The cross is a symbol of self-emptying. St Paul spoke
of Jesus’ emptying Himself when He accepted death
on the cross (Phil 2:7). We can confidently say that the
cross is the symbol of self-emptying.

Jesus, like many others, must have seen crucifixions
before. Therefore, we can presume He knew what

to expect when He accepted His own cross. The
descriptions in the gospels confirm that crucifixion
was pure agony. Yet, Jesus did not hesitate to embrace
His cross when the time came.

To Jesus, self-emptying was more important than
self-preservation. Self-emptying is about putting
aside self, personal needs and comforts, pride and so
many other aspects of one’s life for something greater.
Self-emptying is not for itself. It is a personal sacrifice
that benefits others.

The cross of Jesus is the sign of how much He loved us.
He loved us to the point of dying on the cross so that
we may have life. If Jesus did not embrace His cross as
He did, we could not be saved.

Saturday, April 16

Gloria Saturday

Luke 24:1-12

“...and they remembered his words.”

Imagine, the women who had come from Galilee with
Jesus, needed to be reminded of what Jesus had told
them when He was still in Galilee.

Sometimes, it is so easy to forget words of advice or
encouragement when faced with challenges.

We too, sometimes need to be reminded of Jesus’
words, especially in the most difficult situations; for
example, as we navigate this Covid-19 pandemic,
which seems to be lasting forever, leaving nothing but
grief inits path.

One of the things I love about Catholicism is how
journeying through Lent and Holy Week, sets the
stage for the most beautiful celebration of God’s love:
the Easter Triduum.

Every year, we are reminded of the sacrifice made for
us; how Jesus conquered death by dying on the cross
for us, sinners. It is so important for us to remember
this, that from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, the
salvation story is retold more than once.

Jesus, help us to always remember Your love for us.



