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For Integral Human Development

B
eloved T&T, I dream that over the 
next 60 years we become a nation 
that would be sensitive to the 

poorest and the most neglected. This 
sensitivity is both in recognising their 
plight and in moving towards integral 
development of all our marginalised 
people, especially those in our urban 
and rural depressed community, so 
every house will have a toilet and 
running water.

I dream of a T&T where the courts 
will be overhauled, and the longest 
trial will take two years from the 
date of the offence; where restorative 
justice is the objective, so we will 
not see prisoners staying in jail 
indefinitely, where a fixed term for life 
imprisonment is established, allowing 
for the prisoner’s situation to be 
reviewed at that point, and freed if he 
or she has shown remorse and grown 
into a better citizen.

I dream of a T&T where migrant 
children will go to school with T&T 
children and where they will learn 
each other’s culture, language and 
food; where the migrant will be treated 
with dignity and the refugee will be 
given protection and assimilated into 

our society; where we determine how 
many migrants we can accommodate, 
and work with CARICOM to assist in 
taking the rest; where our children 
will be bilingual and prepare us for the 
next stage in our pivot to the east; and 
where all our children are protected 
and nurtured with love and grow to 
become the best they can become. 

For a Culture Promoting Beauty 
and Integral Humanity

I dream of a T&T where we take 
our culture seriously and do not sell 
out to big money; where out artists 
continually wake up the nation and 
its leaders with positive, fearless 
and insightful art that inspires 
all our citizens; where the culture 
consistently promotes the best of 
who we are, inspiring us always to 
greatness and to transcending the 
trauma of our past through catharsis 
and artistic excellence; where our 
people shun every attempt to drag 
us down to the “lowest common 
multiple”, and rather praise and 
reward every attempt to move us to the 
“highest common factor”. 

I dream of a T&T where the artist, 
like a shaman, will be dedicated to his 
or her artform and speak to the soul 

Key Message:

We all should have a dream for T&T 
and then work for it.  

Action Step: 

Ponder the dream and see areas 
where you need to grow if we are to 
fulfil the dream. 

Scripture Reading: 

Proverbs 29:17–18

Archbishop J, what is your dream for T&T at 60?

CONVERSATIONS WITH 
ARCHBISHOP J 

Let’s dream, T&T…
of the nation, inspiring us to be our 
best; where the fusion of our cultures 
that has been our brilliance will be 
taken to new levels that allows our 
light to shine and inspire the young 
to become the best they can become; 
where people will see T&T as a people 
of excellence committed to defending 
the culture against all the attacks of 
corruption and easy money and cheap 
artistry that inflame the senses but do 
not inspire the soul. 

For Integral Ecology
I dream of a T&T where we do not 

litter, slash and burn the hills and 
dump waste in our rivers and canals, 
but rather take care of our sea, rivers, 
forests, and land; where we protect 
the natural wildlife, and each citizen 
is a friend of creation; and where every 
family grows a food garden so we can 
barter and exchange what we have 
with our neighbours. 

I dream of a T&T where we have a 
plan for sustainable development of 
the nation that includes the delicate 
balance with creation, our common 
home; where we promote eco-tourism, 
and every citizen knows our history 
and the rich diversity of our forest, 
rivers and seas; where each citizen 
works to reuse, reduce and recycle to 
ensure we have the smallest carbon 
footprint possible.

For Holiness through 
Inculturation and Missionary 
Discipleship

I dream that Christian communities 
in T&T will work together for the 
transformation of our beloved nation, 
holding hands with all our people for 
the sake of national development; that 
we act as true disciples of Jesus Christ 
speaking the Word without fear or 
favour, witnessing to truth, integrity, 
and love, at home and in the workplace 
and public office. 

I dream that each Christian will 
do what is right because it is right, 
regardless of the consequences or 
who may or may not see or be upset; 
that each one will be worthy of the 
name and live her or his life under the 
lordship of Jesus Christ and the action 
of the Holy Spirit. 

I long for every Catholic to 
consciously discern their vocation, so 
we become a community conscious of 
and living our vocations. 

I dream of a Church where we will be 
universally Catholic in our creed and 

Trinbagonian in our worship, lifestyle, 
and culture; where we will contribute 
to the rich heritage of Catholicism 
universal, through deeply living out 
the unique experience of God as it 
is mediated through our history, 
ancestral cultures, and peoples; a 
Church where each cultural variety 
will feel completely at home and able 
to share their uniqueness with all 
others, and where our joy is infectious 
and our witness irresistible. 

I dream of a Church where each 
household is a domestic Church and 
where the faith is caught from parents 
and grandparents and the community; 
where the parish is a family of families 
that prays, plays, and celebrates life, 
and where every Catholic is devoted 
to the teaching of the apostles, the 
fellowship, the breaking of the bread 
and the prayer (Acts 2:42). 

I dream of a Church where young 
and old are missionary disciples in 
pursuit of holiness of life. Where 
synodality is a habit of the heart 
for all members—walking together, 
discerning God’s will, in things little 
and big; where all are included as we 
journey together. 

I dream of a Church where all 
our priests have the capacity to 
form missionary disciples and are 
friends and defenders of the poor 
and marginalised, where each priest 
is a mystagogue, initiating each 
Catholic into the sacred mysteries so 
we all live full, active, and conscious 
participation in liturgy and life.

In February 2020, Pope Francis 
issued his Post-Synodal 
Apostolic Exhortation, Querida 
Amazonia (Beloved Amazonia), 
where he outlines four dreams 
for the Amazon region. The 
Holy Father has inspired my 
dream.

https://catholictt.org/2022/08/24/lets-dream-tt/
https://catholictt.org/advertise-with-us/
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By Daniel Francis

O
n the heels of 
Independence 
Day, I 

contemplate how I can 
express my patriotism 
to its fullest. I know 
here in T&T, we focus more on the 
day we get off than the 
significance of the holiday. I am 
very guilty of this. 

This article proposes an 
opportunity to reflect on what the 
day means for you as a national of 
our beautiful twin island republic 
and how you can express that 
national pride. 

I have never been one to feel 
particularly patriotic, that is until 
I studied abroad. After leaving the 
shores of Trinidad and Tobago 
and studying in New Orleans for 
four years, I experienced immense 
pride in being born in our country. 

When you venture outside of 
our borders, you will notice how 
culturally rich our country is and 
all the amazing aspects of it that 
are celebrated by non-locals. 
From the steelpan to our sing-
songy way of speaking, I grew a 
special appreciation for my 
country and culture ironically 
from being absent. 

The question remains, how do 
we express our patriotism to its 
fullest? There must be more to it 
than heading down to the Queen's 
Park Savannah on Independence 
Day and watching the fireworks. 

Although I would argue having 
the patience to sit in hours of 
traffic to leave after the fireworks 
have concluded does display at 
least a modicum of adoration for 
your country. 

My mind runs back to 
something I once heard 
Archbishop Jason Gordon say. He 
conveyed that as Catholics we 
should always be aiming to be 
saint-like—our ultimate goal 
should be to learn from and aim to 
be like the holy saints as they are 
the heroes of the Catholic faith 
and exemplars. The answer to how we 
express our patriotism, to me, lies in 
this ideal of being saint-like. 

I fully believe that the best way that 
we as a people can express our 
patriotism is to be the best that we can 
be. When you work on improving 
yourself and your craft, you increase 
the impact that you have on everything 
and everyone around you. What better 

way to show your love of your country 
than by exemplifying the excellence of 
your nation through your positive 
actions? 

Look at what we as a nation have put 
out into the world. For example, the 
only new acoustic instrument of the 
20th century: the steelpan. 

We have put Soca music out there, 
and produced many globally successful 
athletes, professionals, singers, 

songwriters, and even actors. The list 
goes on and on. 

These are products of us developing 
the value within ourselves to create 
something new and amazing to put out 
into the world. You do not even need to 
go as big as creating something new. 

If you take daily pride in your work, 
nurture healthy relationships, and put 
out goodness to those around you, that 
is more than enough. What may seem 

like a simple action can have a 
hugely positive ripple effect on 
our society and the world at large. 

There is a strong focus on the 
negative in our society. Scandals 
and violence are always trending. 
So much so that we can easily 
forget all the good out there. The 
pursuit of excellence can also be 
contagious. This is why when you 
surround yourself with people 
more successful than yourself, 
your motivation to achieve better 
is intensified. 

By working to be your best, not 
only are you bettering yourself, 
but you will inadvertently stoke 
the flames of motivation in those 
around you. What can be more 
patriotic than not only improving 
yourself but being the catalyst to 
improve those around you? 

"Do your best to present yourself 
to God as one approved, a worker 
who has no need to be ashamed, 
rightly handling the word of truth" 
(2 Tim 2:15) It is your spiritual and 
national duty to strive to be your 
best in all areas of your life. 
Reflect on my words. Think long 
and hard if you are putting your 
best foot forward. Whether in 
your work, school, faith, 
relationships, etc. 

Re-kindle the national pride 
within yourself and take up this 
renewed mission from this day 
forward to be your best. Not only 
for yourself but all those around 
you and for all the world 
collectively to see.

We are Trinidad and Tobago and 
we have so much to give to the 
world.

Daniel Francis is a millennial 
helping other millennials. He is a 
two-time author of the books The 
Millennial Mind and The 
Millennial Experience, and an 
entrepreneur. Over the past four 
years, he has served as a Personal 
Development Coach whose work 
targets Millennials and helps them 
tap into their full potential. He is 
also a Self-publishing coach and 
has guided hundreds on self-
publishing their book successfully. 

IG: rebitlimited

LinkedIn: Daniel Francis

Email:  
themillennialmind2020@gmail.com

Website: rebityouth.com

calls for being our best
P at r i o t i s m

https://catholictt.org/category/column/the-millennial-mind/
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The Church and State in an independent nation

The process for 
electing a new pope 
in the Catholic 
Church has gone 
through many 
changes over the 
centuries. It wasn’t 
always as clear as it 
is now, and when 
the process took 
over two years in 

the 12th century, Gregory X developed the 
idea of a conclave.

The Catholic Encyclopedia explains how 
the absence of a time limit prolonged the 
election of a new pope for over two years.

“[I]n 1179, another Lateran Council under 
Alexander III made the rule that the pope is 
to be chosen by a two-thirds majority of the 
electors who are present. This last decree 
did not state what was to be done in case 
such a majority could not be obtained. 
When the cardinals found themselves face 
to face with this contingency on the death 
of Clement IV in 1268, they commissioned 
six cardinals as plenipotentiaries to decide 
on a candidate. The vacancy of the Holy See 
had lasted for two years and nine months.”

Not surprisingly, subsequent popes found 

this delay to be unbearable, and it took 
Gregory X to implement some very strict 
protocols. “To prevent a recurrence of this 
evil, the Second Council of Lyons under 
Gregory X (1274) decreed that ten days 
after the pope’s decease, the cardinals 
should assemble in the palace in the city in 
which the pope died, and there hold their 
electoral meetings, entirely shut out from 
all outside influences. If they did not come 
to an agreement on a candidate in three 
days, their victuals were to lessened, and 
after a further delay of five days, the food 
supply was to be still further restricted. 
This is the origin of conclaves.”

Cutting off food and water certainly 
seems a bit extreme to our modern ears, 
but Gregory X wanted to ensure that the 
cardinals knew the gravity of their duty and 
did not delay electing a new leader of the 
Catholic Church.

The idea of a conclave (the word comes 
from the Latin for ‘with key’), cut-off from 
the rest of the world, also helps limit 
outside influence. Previously various kings 
and nobles would try to influence the 
appointment of the pope, and this new 
protocol helped lessen this possibility.

(Aleteia)

Liturgy, reflections, catechesis, Church news, commissions and departments
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Your faith

SOCIAL JUSTICE QUOTE FOR THE WEEK
“Nowadays, our noblest social instincts can easily 

be thwarted by self-centred chats that give the 
impression of being deep relationships. On the 
contrary, authentic and mature love and true 

friendship can only take root in hearts open to 
growth through relationships with others.” (89)

– Pope Francis, Fratelli Tuitti.
CCSJ Social Justice Education Committee

SOCIAL JUSTICE 

– rcsocialjustice.org

By Amílcar Sanatan,
CCSJ Board member

 

B
elievers seek the power 
of God. Institutions often 
seek the power of the nation. 

The history of colonialism and 
independence in Trinidad and 
Tobago are tied with the history 
of the Catholic Church. 

Dr Eric Williams, the first 
Prime Minister of Trinidad and 
Tobago, came head-to-head with 
the leadership of the Catholic 
Church in the late 1950s as the 
road to independence was being 
cleared for the flag changing 
ceremony and transference of 
governing power in 1962.

The election campaign of 1956 
unleashed a range of social, 
economic, and political debates 

that followed the post-
World War II period. 
Who should govern? 
Which man (at the 
exclusion of women) was 
“fit to rule”? 
What forms of social 

and political organisation are 
most appropriate and relevant to 
Trinidad and Tobago, the West 
Indies, and Third World? What 
is the relationship between the 
Church and the State? 

The prospect of independence, 
even self-governance, was not 
received with open arms by all 
social groups. The emergence of 
a Black and Brown political class 
responsible for the day-to-day 
political administration and 
management of the economy 
disrupted the status quo and 
symbolic order of the society. 

The political rise of Dr Eric 
Williams posed a challenge to 
the hegemony of the Catholic 

FILE PHOTO: Archbishop Anthony Pantin and Prime Minister Dr Eric Williams

Church. Hegemony refers to the dominance 
of a group or institution in a society. 

A political bulletin published ‘For Catholic 
Voters’ (1956) criticised Dr Williams’ 
positions on the revaluation of the role of 
denominational schools in public education 
and the issue of access to birth control. 

The seven-point bulletin closed, “There 
can be no doubt whatsoever that the P.N.M’s 
failure to give a clear and unequivocal 
statement in regard to these two important 
basic human rights make it a ‘suspect’ Party, 
and one for whose candidates no Catholic 
should vote.” 

At the time, Dr Williams was concerned 
about the hegemony of religious-run 
schools. His issue with the local Catholic 
Church centred on the discriminatory 
practices of student enrolment in the 
institution. 

Ideologically, Dr Williams was critical 
of a religious-driven education system. 
The Church had long established some 
of the most prominent schools for males 
and females nationally, so, his specific 
interventions may have been perceived as an 
‘attack’ on the institution. 

In Dr Williams’ vision for Trinidad and 
Tobago, the development of a national 
curriculum and teaching service would 
provide educational opportunities for the 
majority of the population, which included 
the disenfranchised and poor Afro and 
Indo-sections of the population. 

It was thought at the time that a common 
educational curriculum and standard could 
cultivate a nationalist consciousness that 
was necessary for the economy and society 
of the newly independent state. 

In addition to this, the issue of birth 
control, for Dr Williams, was fundamentally 
an issue of family planning. The Church 
had clearly outlined positions on sexuality, 
the family and reproductive rights. These 
issues of the past, as they are today, created 
tension between Church and State. 

A social justice perspective appreciates 
the complexity of the social problems 
that afflict our nation. Moral superiority 
should not be the aim of either the Church 
or State; rather, a commitment to the 
social, material, and spiritual well-being 
should guide the relationship and decision-
making processes in the society. Both 
institutions play important roles in national 
development. 

In an independent nation, the Church’s 
power in society should never be derived 
from hegemony or uncritical defence of 
the status quo. Power should arise from 
community-building, solidarity and the 
dividends of peace and spiritual satisfaction 
achieved through justice. 

This is why our 60th celebration of 
Independence is an event for deep reflection 
at all levels of the Church. Independence 
was important for the soul of the nation 
because it paved the way for a local Church 
of priests and archbishops born and raised in 
the majority of the population; it expanded 
opportunities for children in more schools 
and most importantly it placed development 
and the responsibility of governance in our 
hands. 

Truthful reckoning of our complex past as 
a Church and State is an important starting 
point for the transformation of lives and 
souls in an independent nation. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=784154262608708&extid=NS-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C&ref=sharing


"The failure
rate for

school-based
CSE globally
was 87%."

 
#SayNoToCSE

"Re-Examining the Evidence for School Based
Comprehensive Sex Education: A Global Research Review"

Issues in Law & Medicine

https://catholictt.org/gender-conversation
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